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Amended 6/23/15


Introduced by Council Member Gulliford & Co-Sponsored by Council Members Anderson, Bishop, Boyer, Brown, Carter, Clark, Crescimbeni, Daniels, Gaffney, Holt, Jones, Joost, Lee, Love, Lumb, Redman, Schellenberg and Yarborough and amended on the floor of Council:
RESOLUTION 2015-478-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING DR. NORMAN E. THAGARD ON THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 1995 RUSSIAN MIR 18 MISSION WHERE DR. THAGARD WAS THE COSMONAUT/RESEARCHER ON BOARD; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
in 1995, Dr. Norman E. Thagard was the cosmonaut/researcher for the Russian Mir 18 mission; twenty eight experiments were conducted in the course of the 115 day flight; liftoff was from the Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakstan on March 14, 1995; the mission culminated in a landing at the Kennedy Space Center in the Space Shuttle Atlantis on July 7, 1995; today, we commemorate the 20th anniversary of that historic fete that advanced our understanding of the heavens and Dr. Thagard’s role; and

WHEREAS,
Norman E. Thagard was born July 3, 1943 in Marianna, Florida but he has always considered Jacksonville to be his hometown; he graduated from Paxon Senior High School in 1961, after which he attended Florida State University where he received a bachelor and master degree in engineering science in 1965 and 1966, respectively; he subsequently achieved the degree of Doctor of Medicine in 1977 at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical School; and

WHEREAS,
in September 1966, Dr. Thagard entered active duty with the United States Marine Corps Reserve and was designated a naval aviator in 1968 assigned to flying F-4s and from January 1969 to January 1970, he flew 163 combat missions in Vietnam; and
WHEREAS,
Dr. Thagard has been awarded 11 Air Medals, the Navy Commendation Medal with Combat “V,” the Marine Corps “E” Award, the Vietnam Service Medal, and the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with Palm; and

WHEREAS,
in January 1978, NASA selected Dr. Thagard to become an astronaut candidate and upon completion of his training, he was qualified to serve as a mission specialist on future space shuttle flights; and
WHEREAS,
Dr. Thagard is a veteran of five space flights, having flown on the crew of STS-7 aboard the Orbiter Challenger in June 1983; in April 1985, he flew on STS 51-B, the Spacelab-3 Science Mission aboard the Challenger; in May 1989, he served on the crew of STS-30 aboard the Orbiter Atlantis; in January 1991, he served as payload commander on STS-42 aboard the Shuttle Discovery; and, the historic July 1995  Russian Mir 18 mission and we observe and celebrate the 20th anniversary of that last historic milestone by honoring Dr. Norman E. Thagard, a Jacksonville favorite son
; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The Jacksonville City Council does hereby honor Dr. Norman E. Thagard on the 20th anniversary of the Russian Mir Mission where his was a vital role and extend our very best wishes for the years ahead.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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